
I have several “favorite” churches.  One of them is Ginghamsburg 
Church, a United Methodist congregation just outside of Dayton, OH.  The 
pastor, Mike Slaughter, took over in 1978 with 90 members.  Today they have 
over 5,000 in average weekly attendance across seven services. 

When I first visited they had five services; two on Saturday evening and 
three on Sunday morning.  What impressed me the most was this: after the two 
Saturday evening services, instead of going home to rest for Sunday, the worship 
team had a weekly 9 p.m. meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was simple – to 
discuss how the services were going and decide what changes needed to be made 
for Sunday morning.  It was incredible; on Saturday evening, if a skit was a little 
long, or the preacher told a joke where no one laughed (I’m used to that), by 
Sunday morning the skit was shorter and the joke was gone. 

Continuous incremental improvement.  Never being content with music 
or a sermon that was just “good enough.”  This was the attitude that propelled 
them into being a significant force for good in their community. 

What if we did this with our lives?  What if we frequently took a little bit 
of time to examine ourselves?  What if we then simply resolved to work on things 
that needed improvement?  Not necessarily just the big things, but the little things 
as well.  Imagine the end result over time if we were just committed to being a 
little bit better today than we were yesterday! 

I think summer is a good time for this because for many of us our lives are 
a little less hectic in the summer.  And one of the most basic areas we can be 
faithful in is church attendance.  As the Bible advises us: “And let us consider how  
to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

It is even more important, in my opinion, to be sure to worship 
somewhere when you are on vacation.  A change of pace – a different preacher, 
different music, even a different theological perspective – can be very refreshing.  
And when you worship in a different church, you have an opportunity to help  
us as well. 

continued on page 2 

Inside this Issue:  

Church Contact  
Information 

2 

From the Choir  3 

Family/Children’s/ 
Youth Ministries 

4‐5 

News for the  
Congregation 

6‐7 

Learn. Grow. 
Serve. 

8‐9 

People You Know  9‐10 

   

July 
Calendar 

11 

   

  
  

Ship of Fools 

A publication  
of the  
First Presbyterian 
Church  
of Englewood, NJ 
 

2 0 1 2  
JULY 

From the Pastor

First  Press



 

 

continued from page 1 

Page 2          July 2012 

et us consider 

How?  A great church-y Web site is “Ship of Fools” (shipoffools.com).  
One of their entertaining features is the Mystery Worshipper.  The Mystery 
Worshipper reports detail the experience of being a visitor to a church for the 
first time.  Some experiences are great; others not so much.  Their reports answer 
questions such as:  Did anyone welcome you personally?  How would you 
describe the pre-service atmosphere?  Did anything distract you?  In a nutshell, 
what was the sermon about?  Which part of the service was like being in heaven?  
And which part was like being in... er... the other place? 

Other questions include:  What happened when you hung around after 
the service looking lost?  How would you describe the after-service coffee?  How 
would you feel about making this church your regular home (where 10 = ecstatic, 
0 = terminal)?  Did the service make you feel glad to be a Christian?  What one 
thing will you remember about all this in seven days’ time? 

You could help us improve our church by creating your own “Mystery 
Worshipper” reports and dropping them off for me (and bring a bulletin too!), 
along with anything you noticed that they do particularly well that might be 
something we could emulate.  You could also help us by thinking about our own 
service – and your contributions to it – in terms of these questions.  After all, 
what creates the atmosphere of our church?  You do.  Todd Wagner, pastor of 
Watermark Church in Dallas, says this about visitors to his church who are often 
awed by their facility.  When they say: “You have a beautiful church” he responds, 
“Thank you.  Who did you meet?”  He knows that buildings don’t make a beautiful 
church.  People do. 

So let us use this summer to make a fresh commitment to continuous 
incremental improvement as individuals and a community devoted to Jesus 
Christ.  And if we do, in a couple of years we’ll look in wonder at how far  
we’ve come. 

Peace and blessings, 

L 
how to provoke one  
another to love and  
good deeds.”  
       – Hebrews 10:24 
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From the  Choir  Room 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a weekly 
commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one Sunday of each 
month during the summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and sing for worship at 11. 
You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be prepared to enjoy yourself. 
The remaining summer choir Sunday is: August 12 
 

CROSSROADS 
Crossroads is on summer hiatus for the month of July.  Please join us when we resume on Sunday evening  
August 5 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams)  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a  
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

SPECIAL MUSIC IN JULY 

 Music for our summer Worship Services is provided by our choir   
soloists, and by other visiting groups. The schedule for July is: 

 

JULY 1  

Kate Oberjat , soprano 
JULY 8  

Malcolm Couden , baritone 
JULY 15  

Sandra Ruggles, soprano 
JULY 22  

 Steven Brennfleck , tenor 
JULY 29  

Carson Baker, tenor 
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Vacation Bible Camp 2012 
 

August 27th – 31st 
Time:  9:00am- 12:30pm 

Children 3 ½ years old – 7th Grade   
(including children with sensory integration 

needs)                                                
 

Director:  Cyndi Kumor, 201-384-5388 or 
ckmusik@optonline.net 

Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf,  
201-568-7373 ext. 307 or dorothyv@englewoopres.org 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE is July 15, 2012 

Cost $30 per child, $45 for two children, and $60 max per family 

We have a full summer of activities for Children and Youth at First Presbyterian! 

Musical Theatre Camp  
2012   
For 4th-8th Graders 
 

Monday through Friday / August 6-10   
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Directed by Michael Bello, BFA Graduate of Emerson College 
 

Staffed by talented music theatre college students, high school students, and adults.  
The program includes Gathering time, Rehearsals, Theatre  Workshops, Activities, 
Snacks, and Fun! 

 

$30 – 1 child;  $45 – 2 children 
 

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR CHILD BY JULY 15th 
Please Make Checks Payable to First Presbyterian Church of Englewood 
 

The week will culminate with a SHOWCASE of FAVORITE SONGS  
on Friday, August 10th. 



 

 
Page 5 First Press 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Summer Sunday School during Worship is in full swing every Sunday in the Chapel 
through September 2. Every week we meet another Amazing Kid in the Bible: Isaac, Miriam, 
Samuel, David, Jeremiah, 12 year old Jesus and many more. Come as often as you can for 
these Awesome Adventures through stories, skits, games and comics. 

                                       

 

We hope that you have an enjoyable summer participating in all or some of the above events and programs for 
children and youth. If you have any questions or need more information, contact me at 201-568-7373, ext. 
307 or e-mail dorothyv@englewoodpres.org. OR call the Church Office at 201-568-7373, ext. 0 or by e-mail at: 
office@englewoodpres.org.                           Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director  

 

READ TO FEED HEIFER PROJECT ALL SUMMER  
The goal of READ TO FEED is a HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL Program.  

It promotes reading in a way that allows children and youth to take an initiative and help 
change the world. The stage in Elmore Hall at First Church is stacked with good books to 
read. Children and Youth can register to participate, then choose up to 5 books and find 
sponsors for the books they read. They return the books on July 8th and exchange them for 
others. They can do the same on August 12 or actually any Sunday or any day during the 
week. Books can also be borrowed from your local library.  

Books that are read to your children can also count for this project. 
 
Sunday, September 9th we’ll have a big celebration and count the money collected 
to benefit Heifer. Pick up a booklet at the church to participate in this worthwhile 
project with stories, a sponsor form and a place to list all the books you have read. 
Enjoy reading and making a difference at the same time! 

 CHILDREN OF EDEN AT BERGENPAC 
 

  Margot Bennett is Eve in the Musical directed by Alexander Diaz on Friday,  
  July 20 and Saturday, July 21 at 8 p.m.; and on Sunday, July 22 at 3 p.m. Tickets          
  are $25 for adults and $15 for students. The theater is located at 30 N. Van      

Brunt Street in Englewood. For tickets or more information, call 800-745-3000  
 or  visit www.bergenpac.org. 

 

 Children of Eden is a tale of humanity - a musical that reaches back into the depths of   
       thousands of years’ worth of universal subconscious. It uses well known biblical characters such 
as Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, and Noah to tell a story comprised of fear, choice, love, anger, forgiveness and death; of  
people, parents, children, and of family and the innate impulses to protect and teach, question and learn."  
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NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR CHURCH LIBRARY  
I am grateful for several fine additions to our Library which have been donated by Candy 
Urena. Among them are Reynold Prices’ novels The Source of Light  and The Surface of the 
Earth, Ursula Hegi’s Stones from the River,  Khaled Hossein’s The Kite Runner, and Nathan 
McCall’s Make Me Wanna Holler.  Thank you Candy, for all the wonderful books you 
gave us and for your thoughtfulness. 
 

I also wish to thank whoever donated Wide as the Waters, the story of the English Bible by Benson Bobrick. The 
Washington Post  hailed this book as “spectacular”. A Columbia University trained writer, Bobrick’s histories on 
Siberia, the American Revolution and other periods have won him high acclaim. He is the grandson of James C. 
Baker, a founder of the World Council of Churches. I initially learned of Dr. Bobrick through reading The Fated 
Sky, a recent book by him on the history and impact of astrology on civilization. It is the best book I’ve ever read 
on a study which used to be and should be taken seriously. Thank you – whoever donated a Bobrick book! 
                          - from Victoria L. Franke 

News for the  Congregat ion 

SUMMER ALIVE COMES IN AUGUST! 
 

Here’s a preview of interesting presentations at 10 a.m. on Sunday in 
August: 
 

August 12: You will have the privilege of “seeing the work” our 

Mission Team did in West Virginia and hearing their stories. 
 

 August 19: You will hear about the mission work that Glenn Garrison 

did for a week in Ghana where he made braces for children in an 
orthopedic hospital that serves children from Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Ethiopia and Liberia. 

Alive! 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 
The Labyrinth behind Elmore Hall is open all summer and fall. The start of the Walk is on 
the Dwight Place side up on the grassy knoll. Come anytime to walk and meditate. A bench  
is provided under the trees to rest and enjoy the out-of-doors. 

   ADULT BASKETBALL CONTINUES ON THURSDAYS 

By the request of Philip Soo, coordinator, and the other players, there will be pick-up  
basketball in the Gym/Elmore Hall for most Thursdays this summer from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Others may want to check out this fun evening with other enthusiastic participants. In  
July, they will meet on the 5th and 12th.  In August, basketball will be on the 2nd, 9th, 

16th and 23rd. 
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
The First Thursday Bible Study will resume in September. 
 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study is on a break for the month of July.   

DEACONS SPONSOR BLOOD DRIVE ON SUNDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 23, 12 NOON TO 3 P.M. 

CATALYST CONFERENCE 
FROM REV. HONG:  For the past few years I have  
been working with the officers of the church on forward-
thinking leadership development.  One of the most 
important resources for me has been the Catalyst 
conferences.  Founded by Andy Stanley, pastor of  
non-denominational North Point Community Church 
outside of Atlanta, whose campuses combine for nearly 
30,000 persons in worship each weekend, these 
conferences have kept me hopeful about the future of  
the church, focused me on moving our church forward, 

and kept me refreshed and renewed in the service of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

On Thursday, November 15, Andy Stanley and Craig Groeschel (pastor of Lifechurch.tv, with 41,000 weekly 
worshipers across 13 church campuses) will be offering what they call “Catalyst One Day”, a day-long training 
event for church leaders.  It will be held in Manheim, PA (near Lancaster) on the main campus of LCBC 
Church.  Our elders and deacons are being encouraged to attend.  If you are interested in going deeper –  
in helping us really move this church forward in commitment to Christ, in spreading the Gospel, in leading 
people to become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus, then I encourage you to consider setting aside this day and 
joining us. 

It will be a long day – but good things always take commitment.  We are renting a tour bus that will depart  
FPC at 5:00 a.m. and return at about 8:15 p.m.  (The trip is just over three hours each way.)  The cost of the 
conference plus transportation will be $110 per person, and subsidies are available.  Please contact Rev. Hong 
(rich@englewoodpres.org) by August 5 if you are interested in joining with 2,000 other church leaders from 
across the Northeast to learn from two of the most incredible pastors and teachers in the country, surrounded 
by people who deeply committed to growing Christ’s church in the 21st century. 
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PLANNING TO BE ON THE MISSION TEAM?  
If you are, then get in touch with Jae Yoo right away at jym@nj.rr.com, or 201-694-8124,  
or see him at Coffee & Conversation.  Jae needs your e-mail address, your phone number, 
and how many in your family are planning to participate from July 29 to August 4.  

CAN YOU BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY? 

CFA announces that the most-needed items are: tuna, macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, canned 
beans, soup, rice, pasta, cereal and Parmalat milk. Bring your donations on July 1 or August 5 or 
anytime. Thanks for caring about those who are hungry! 

HOUSING WORKING HOMELESS FAMILIES IN BERGEN COUNTY 

Did you know that there are about 310 working homeless families in Bergen County? That’s 
about 525 homeless individuals with half of them being children under the age of 6.  

 

With five other congregations, we are grateful that we can house some of these families through 
Family Promise from July 15 to 29. We still need your help in a variety of ways: 

 

 On Sunday, July 15 at 1:30 p.m. we need help moving the supplies, bedding, etc. into Elmore 
Hall from the basement storage. At 3 p.m. the van brings the beds, bins and partitions for arrival 

of our guests later on that day. 
 

 We are hosting on Friday, July 20 and need only one more Overnight Host. On Sunday, July 22, we  
need two Overnight Hosts and one to help provide the dinner. For Thursday, July 26, we need two  
Overnight Hosts. On Sunday, July 28, we need only one person to bring breakfast items and one to  
bring lunch items. 

 

 On July 29. we will be breaking down the set-up and clearing the room. You can sign-up on Sundays or 
call the church office. Joan VanAlstyne Johnson and Natalie Beaumont have offered their services to  
coordinate our hosting. 

 

 Dorothy VanderWerf provides the coordination with the 5 Support Congregations and the overall  
mission effort. 

Learn.  Serve.  Grow.  

HERE’S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP CFA 
There is a Community BBQ Party to fight hunger on Sunday, July 29, from Noon to 4 p.m. at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Hackensack with all proceeds for the Center for Food 
Action. Let’s pig out on delicious Pulled Pork, expertly prepared in a Cuban Oven, BBQ chicken, 
Spanish Rice & Beans, Corn Bread, Cole Slaw all prepared by Grillmaster Chef Louis Picarelli.  
 

There will also be a Live Rock & Reggae Band at the event held at 64 Passaic Street (at 
Union). Advance Tickets: $10, adults, $7 for children 12 & under. $12 and $8 on July 
29. For tickets, email: info@fpchackensack.org or call 201-342-7570. 
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CROP WALK FOR HUNGER RAISES OVER $8,000!  
According to Carol Cornell, our church’s registrar, we had 22 Walkers on that day in May  
and raised $2433! The 70 + walkers raised $8018 with 25% for the Center for Food Action  
and 75% for Church World Service self-development projects and disaster relief. Carol also 
serves as the Treasurer for the 9 houses of worship of the East Bergen CROP Walk. We thank 
her for her diligence and sense of mission and commitment.  

People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: the family and friends of Ting-Lan Sung who died on June 18, 2012. Charlene Niland 
who befriended Ting as she attended services and fellowship here, was asked to read Scripture at her funeral 
last week.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: David and Linda Heitner and sister Jillian, on the Baptism of Jennifer Brooke Heitner 
on June 10, 2012. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Grace and Michael How on the birth of their son, Luke, on June 13, 2012. Grace is the 
co-president with Jenni Choi of our Preschool & Kindergarten. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANOTHER HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE: Michael Stuart, son of Opal Francis and grandson of 
Norma Francis. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANOTHER COLLEGE GRADUATE: Larisa Berger, daughter of Andrea Berger, graduated from 
MIT with a Bachelor’s Degree of Science in Humanities & Engineering. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Jessica Christian, daughter of Diane Christian, who received her Master’s Degree in 
Counseling for Mental Health & Wellness from NYU in May and is now working at a Counseling Center in 
New Haven, Conn. where she recently moved. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Emma Lee who was part of the public relations team for an original opera written by 
fifth graders at Dwight Englewood School. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Dr. John Stabile who was recently honored by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation with the 
prestigious Gold DOC Award. The Foundation established this program to give patients an opportunity to 
pay tribute to physicians who demonstrate exemplary skill, sensitivity, service and compassion. (article posted 
on bulletin board at church). 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Anthony Avallone and his 17 month old daughter, Anelle, who were featured on the 

front page of the Better Living section of The Record on June 17 under the article, “All Kinds of Dad”. (article 
posted on bulletin board at church). 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Margot Bennett who has a summer internship at the New Victory Theater on 42nd 
Street.  She has also been cast in a lead role of “Eve” in Bergen PAC’s summer musical production of 
“Children of Eden” – performances are July 20 – 22.  
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People You Know, cont. 
 

GOD’S BLESSINGS AND OUR BEST WISHES to others who are moving this summer:  the Schulzrinne Family, 
Henning, Carol and Ilta, moving to Washington DC area for a year because of Henning’s position as Chief 
Technology Officer of the Federal Communications Commission;  Jennifer and Ian Giblin and son, Jack, 
moving to Princeton, NJ; the Knights, Alyssa and Eric, and their sons, Kyle and Evan, moving to Virginia; and 
moving to Oregon is Ricky Ryerson, her husband Byron Donaldson, and their sons, Tristan and Brodie.    
 

FOND FAREWELL FOR ROZ FOX: Our Preschool & Kindergarten sponsored a wonderful party for the Director  
on June 12. The Outreach Committee presented a Thank You card and contributed to a gift on behalf of the 
congregation. Roz’s response to us: “Thanks for your lovely card and participating in the beautiful necklace I was 
given. It has been a special time in my life, working at FPP&K. I will miss the wonderful people I have come to know! 
Love, Roz.” 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: 20 members who volunteered to help host the meeting of Presbytery of the Palisades 
and to all the Church Staff who helped organize, coordinate and offered hospitality for 90 members of the 
Presbytery. 
 

LOOKING FOR AN ENGINEER IN THE CONGREGATION: If you are a civil or mechanical engineer 
and would be willing to talk with one of our college students, please contact Dorothy VanderWerf. 
 

WHO IS SINGING AT THE BERKSHIRE CHORAL FESTIVAL? It’s Lorraine Sarhage in a performance of Beethoven’s 
Missa Solemnis conducted by Craig Hella Johnson on July 14 in Sheffield, MA. 
 

FROM DEBBIE ALVAREZ: “Thank you to my church family for your prayers, cards, phone calls, e-mails, and personal visits 

to the hospital and rehab. Your love and care is truly appreciated. I feel so very blessed by it all.” 

OUR MISSION DOLLARS 
 

The Mission Committee made some important decisions at their June meeting about the 
distribution of our mission dollars from this year’s church budget of $22,000 for local 
mission.  Twelve agencies submitted a grant application and request describing their 
need and facts about their mission. With careful consideration the Mission Committee 
reviewed each application and determined the mission funding for this year: 
 

Center for Food Action in Englewood - $3500 CUMAC, an emergency food center in Paterson - $2000 
Bergen County of Habitat for Humanity - $2000 Presbyterian Welcome - $1000 
Bergen Family Center - $2000    Borderlinks - $1500 
Pilgrims of Ibillin - $3000    Zoe’s Place - $2500 
Medical Benevolence Fund of PCUSA - $500  H.O.P.E. for Ex-Offenders - $500 
Shelter Our Sisters - $500    Amnesty International - $500 
 

In addition, we sent a $500 donation to Friends for Life which we’ve supported for 20 years to help individuals  
and families affected by HIV/AIDS. They had to close this ministry due to lack of funds and our donation  
helped them to complete this service to our community. 
 

We also sent $700 to support the Loaves and Fishes program held at Bethany Presbyterian Church, sponsored 
by several local Presbyterian Churches in providing a hot meal every Monday to 40+ persons in our area. 



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at no  
cost through the iTunes store, through our Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 
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